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Blazing Saddlesis August 23

Ride along beautiful rivers, lakes, and bridges, and see New Eng-
land churches, town halls, and farms. The scenic routes will travel
through the North Shore of Massachusetts and into southern New
Hampshire including Amesbury, Georgetown, Merrimac, West
Newbury, Newbury, [site of our 50-mile stop) and many more
beautiful towns and sights. The 100-mile loop swings through Ips-
wich, Essex, Manchester-by-the-Sea, and Beverly. The terrain in-
cludes rolling hills, long flats, and rural roads. The nearby ocean
furnishes cool breezes, trees along the route provide plenty of
shade, and the sun lends warmth on those open flats.

There are three loops. the 100-mile ride starts at 8:00 AM, the 62-
mileloop at 9:00 AM, and the 25-mileride at 10:00 AM. Registra-
tion startsat 7:00 AM.

If you register before August 22, the cost is $12 for NSC members
and $14 for non-members. Ride day registration is $15 for every-
one. The fee covers cue sheets, maps, arrowed route, sag wagon,
50 mile stop with food and refreshments, after-ride refreshments,
and water bottles (first 300 registrants). Massage therapists will be
available after the ride for a nominal fee. T-shirts are available to
early registrants for $15 each (sizes S, M, L, XL). Only the first
500 entries will be accepted so sign up early!

All rides start at Georgetown High School. From Interstate Route
95, take Exit 54B (Route 133 West) toward Georgetown center.
After about 2 miles, turn right onto Winter Street...the parking lot
isdirectly in front of the high school.

The Radar Screen

Upcoming 2003 dates for popular rides and other events among NSC
riders:

Blazing Saddles Century August 23

Nashoba Valley Pedalers Fall Century September 6

White Mountain Century September 13

GSW Seacoast Century September 20 (thiswill fill. Pre-registration
instructions at http://www.granitestatewheelmen.com

CRW Fall Century September 21

Olde Newbury TurnpikeRide October 6

A Climb to the Clouds Experience

I’'m on an economy kick this year, so I've been buying in bulk. | get
more for my money that way. However, I'm not sure this reasoning g-
plies to bicycling. Last year | did the metric century route of Charles
River Wheelmen’s Climb to the Clouds. This year | did the 100-mile
route. It costs $10.00 to do either one. This year | went forty miles fur-
ther and got to ride a couple of hours longer, but somehow it didn’t feel
the same as going to Costco and getting a great deal on a box of Blow-
pops or a big bag of jumbo shrimp.

The ride was on July 13". About two hundred cyclists Ift from the high
school in Concord, Massachusetts at eight in the morning. The route
heads west to Princeton, south to Boylston and then back to Concord.
Therideis called Climb to the Clouds because the route includes atrip to
the top of Mount Wachusett.

The weather was perfect: dry and cool, and the scenery was very pleasant.
The first part of the ride is relatively flat. | was thinking to myself, “it
doesn’t get any better than this.” | got that part right. After twenty miles
or so, the ride gets hilly. The roads have names like Meetinghouse Hill
Road and Justice Hill Road. One is aptly called Long Hill Road. There
was a Sweat Hill on the map, but we didn't go over that one. | don't
know about other people, but | spend so much more time and energy on
the up side of hills that after the ride | sometimes forget about the down
sides. Not thisride. There were some spectacular downhills. | hit 47.2
mph on one of them.

I’ve never seen as many people get flats as | have seen on Climb to the
Clouds. Last year | saw two or three cyclists who got blowouts on the
decent from the Col de Wachusett. | can only suppose that al the braking
heated up the rims on an aready hot day. This year there were at least
four flats in the first ten miles. One guy didn’'t even get out of the parking
lot. His tire exploded with a startling bang as we were getting the pre-
start instructions.

At forty-one miles | reached the base of Mount Wachusett. It's three or
four milesto thetop. The climb starts with a one-mile hill from the park-
ing lot of the ski area to the entrance of Mt. Wachusett State Park. That
first hill isamazing. It isexactly one milelong. It'sstraight asan arrow,
and the incline doesn’'t deviate even a little bit. According to the cue
sheet, the incline for that part is nine percent.

The access road to the summit has some steep parts, but there are aso
some breaks and even a couple of declines. Near the top | almost had to
get off and rest. | was able to stay on by going back and forth across the
road. That'satrick | learned when | was akid and had a one speed with a
coaster brake.

(Continued on page5)
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New Members

The NSC welcomes:

Jay & Judy Batson - N. Andover
Brad Fortin - N.Reading

Greg Smith - N. Reading
Leonard Rubin - Peabody
Leonard Fierstein - Salem

Lisa Poole - Rockport

Claire Ghiloni - Medford

Download Y our Newdetter

Get it earlier, make less stapling and mailing for your friends, and
print out as many copies as you want. From time to time there may be
extra content in it as well. Let Emmett know you are downloading,
then subscribe to the E-mail list. A notice goes out when it’s ready

and you can download it any time.
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Portland, Maineto Quebec City August 29 -
September 8, 2003

Join us for the 11™ (almost) annual sag van supported tour through
northern New England to French, cosmopolitan, delightful Quebec City.

This will be the first year starting from Portland. Cyde "coast to coast”

from the Atlantic to the port of Quebec on the Saint Lawrence River.

Starting on August 30, we will cover goproximately 50-70 miles per day
for six days, with one layover day. Enroute, we will experience scenic
western Maine, the White Mountains and remote Connecticut Lakes in
New Hampshire, and the upper Appalachians of Quebec. We will enter
Canada with a spectacular downhill at the highest border crossing east of
the Rockies. There are lots of hills, but also plenty of rolling and flat
roads. Monday September 1 isalayover day at afavorite lakefront lodge
to hike, swim, kayak, bike (mountain bike rentals are available), look for
moose, or visit the historic Balsams Hotel in Dixville Notch. We'll arrive
in Quebec City on Friday September 5 in the afternoon and leave
Monday morning September 8, giving us time to play tourist and enjoy
the city's great restaurants, plus opportunities for hiking and more
cycling. Optional pre-tour coastal cycling in Portland, Maine on Friday,
August 29.

Tour fee of $925 includes 10 nights lodging in comfortable inns, hotels
and motels, with 2 persons/room. Also lunch food on 7 days, 35
breakfasts, 2-4 dinners, sag van support, return transportation to Portland
by chartered bus or van/truck combination (depending on group size), 10
days off-street parking, trip T-shirt, and maps and cue sheets.

Sponsoring club: Charles River Wheelmen.Leader: Arnold Nadler, 978-
745-9591, ardnadler@aol.com. Co-leader, Jenny Robbins, 781-893-0840.

-Arnold Nadler

Newdetter Contributions

Contributions after the deadline (August 20) may not make
it!

Send to Ed Bolton
ebolton@ttlc.net
41 Maple Ave.
Newton NH 03858

Important Note:

April was Renewal month. All club memberships established before
2002 Blazing Saddles Century need to be renewed. Fill out the form on
Page 6 today!

We have our annud special membership offer starting August 1. Any
new member gets the rest of 2003 and al of 2004 for the mere
membership cost of $20 for an individual and $25 for afamily.






